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Practical Information

Target audience 
The Symposium is open to all who are interested in this theme. 
The language of the symposium is English.

Symposium fees
Registration before 25/09/2016 after 25/09/2016
- Senior Scholar/Professional: €120 €150
- Junior Scholar/Student (1): €60 €75 
- KU Leuven member:  free free

Payment on site upon arrival: €180
(1) Proof of enrolment in a university/school required

It is possible to participate ONLY in the Opening Session with Timothy 
Radcliffe AND/OR in the Evening Lecture by Cardinal Marx.
Both are free, but registration is required!

Registration
Register via our website www.intams.org.

Payment
To confirm your participation, please pay the required fee  
within 3 days of your online registration.

Bank - Name: INTAMS
IBAN: BE06 4364 1519 5122 - BIC: KREDBEBB
Reference: SYMP16 + name(s) of participant(s)

PayPal - If you indicate in your online registration that you wish to  
use PayPal, we will send you an email with an invitation to pay.

Cash - Please note that payment on site upon arrival (€180 ) 
can be made only in cash and only in euros.

Venue & arrivals
When? Tuesday 25 October 2016 between 12.00 and 14.00 
Where? KU Leuven, Faculty of Theology, Room 00.20,  
Sint-Michielsstraat 4, 3000 Leuven, Belgium.  
You will receive all further practical details and materials at the  
Registration Desk.

Travel & accommodation
Participants are required to take care of their own travel  
arrangements, accommodation and meals. 
Information can be found at www.intams.org.
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The International Academy for Marital Spirituality (INTAMS) is a 
non-profit organization, founded in Belgium in 1989 and located 
near Brussels, Belgium. Drawing on and committed to the intel-
lectual and cultural heritage of Christianity, INTAMS is dedicated 
to the study of and dialogue about the meaning and relevance of 
marriage in the context of contemporary society.
 
INTaMS’ working principles
• Academic & Interdisciplinary
• Independent, ecumenical & international
• Integrating theory & praxis
 
INTaMS’ activities
INTAMS Chair for the Study of Marriage & Spirituality at the  
Theology Faculty of the Catholic University Leuven
• carries out teaching and academic research in the field of theory 
and spirituality of marriage.

INTAMS Library, located at the Theology Library of the Catholic  
University Leuven
• offers an international and interdisciplinary collection of books and 
journals pertaining to the field of marriage and related subjects.

INTAMS review, Journal for the Study of Marriage & Spirituality
(a semi-annual, international refereed journal, published since 1995)
• documents new theological and philosophical trends in the  
various approaches to marriage and the family.

INTAMS Events (conferences, symposia, seminars, colloquia, lectures)
• promotes the interdisciplinary and international dialogue and net-
working on marriage and its spirituality.

INTAMS Research Projects & Publications



Theme
In his Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, Pope  
Francis has reminded the Church that it should “make room for 
the consciences of the faithful, who very often respond as best 
they can to the Gospel amid their limitations, and are capable of 
carrying out their own discernment in complex situations” (AL, 35). 

Respect for personal conscience and pastoral discernment should 
also guide the Church’s theological stance and pastoral attitude  
toward contemporary forms of living together, especially those 
that do not conform to the ideal of exclusive and lifelong mar-
riage. 

The Symposium explores the implications of this vision, with par-
ticular regard to those whose first marriage has failed and who 
have entered a second union. 

Is admission to the sacraments of penance and the Eucharist the 
goal of such a personal and pastoral discernment? 

Does Amoris Laetitia open up new possibilities in the pastoral 
care of the divorced and remarried, or is it just a belated legitima-
tion of practices that have long been established in many places? 

How does it affect the Church’s understanding of the indissolu-
bility of marriage? 

A special focus will be on the reception of the synod process 
and of Amoris Laetitia by marriage and family care services in 
various local churches throughout Europe.

A Point of No Return? Amoris Laetitia on 
Discernment and Conscience for Divorced 
and Remarried Couples

Tuesday, 25 October 2016
 OPeNINg SeSSION 
14.30-15.00 Opening addresses 
 Thomas Knieps, INTAMS Chair for the Study of Marriage & Spirituality, KU Leuven
 Mathijs Lamberigts, Dean of the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies, KU Leuven
15.00-15.45 Making Room for the Conscience of the faithful
 Timothy Radcliffe OP, Former Master of the Dominican Order, Fellow of Blackfriars Hall, the University of Oxford
15.45-16.15  Questions and Plenary
16.15-16.45 Coffee break 
16.45-18.30 Parallel Paper Sessions
 eVeNINg LeCTURe 
19.45-21.00 Introduction 
 Aldegonde Brenninkmeijer-Werhahn, Director of INTAMS
 Rik Torfs, Rector, KU Leuven 
 Reflections on the Synod Process and amoris Laetitia 
 Reinhard Cardinal Marx, Archbishop of Munich and Freising
21.00 Reception 

Wednesday, 26 October 2016
 fIRST SeSSION
09.00-09.45 Divorce and Remarriage: a Reading of amoris Laetitia from a Theological-ethical Perspective
 Martin M. Lintner, Philosophical-Theological College Brixen, Italy
09.45-11.00 first Inputs from european Marriage & family Ministry 
 Elizabeth Davies, Marriage & Family Life Project Officer, Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales
 Tommaso Cioncolini, Coordinator, National Service for Family Ministry of the Italian Bishops Conference
 Questions and Plenary
11.00-11.30 Coffee Break
11.30-12.15  Mitis Iudex Dominus Jesus and amoris Laetitia on Divorce and Remarriage: Perspectives from Canon Law
 Hildegard Warnink, KU Leuven
12.15-13.00 Questions and Plenary 
13.00 - 15.00 Break
 SeCOND SeSSION
15.00-15.45 The Indissolubility of Marriage: a Reading of amoris Laetitia from a Sacramental-Theological Perspective
 Peter Hünermann, University of Tübingen 
15.45-16.15  Questions and Plenary
16.15-16.45 Coffee Break
16.45-17.30 accompanying fragility: a Reading of amoris Laetitia from a Pastoral-Psychological Perspective
 Paul Galea, University of Malta
17.30-18.30 Second Inputs from european Marriage & family Ministry
 Monique Baujard, Former Director, Family & Society Service of the French Bishops Conference
 Hilde Pex, Coordinator, Interdiocesan Council for Family Ministry, Flanders (Belgium)
 Questions and Plenary 
18.30-20.00  Break
 BOOk LaUNCh 
20.00-21.00 “an ethics of Mercy: On the Way to Meaningful Living and Loving” 
 by Roger Burggraeve, KU Leuven
 Introduction by Thomas Knieps, KU Leuven
 Conversation with the author
21.00  Reception 

Thursday, 27 October 2016
 ThIRD SeSSION 
08.30-09.00 Prayer Session 
09.15-10.00 accompanying, Discerning and Integrating the fragility of Couples: Pastors and Theologians at a Crossroads
 Arnaud Join-Lambert, Université Catholique de Louvain 
10.00-10.45  Third Inputs from european Marriage & family Ministry
 Franz Harant, Pastoral Worker for Relationships, Marriage and Family, Diocese of Linz, Austria
 Questions and Plenary
10.45-11.15 Coffee Break
11.15-12.45 Panel Discussion with all speakers. Chair: Mark Molden, Chief Executive, Catholic Marriage Care, UK
12.45-13.00  Conclusion
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